1. When did you first become a 
metalhead? Why? | assume it would 
have 

been easier to get into AOR or country. 


my uncle was digging on sabbath, led 
zeppelin, ac/dc & zz top when | was a 
wee lad, so, that was a Start... the first 
45 | was given as a gift was elvis, the 
first full record, kiss destroyer and, the 
first cassette, van halen/fair warning... 
seems like my uncle liking hard rock 
bands helped to influence and guide 
me, that and the clan-ish war beat of 
heavy metal/hard rock that naturally 
attracted me.... | think the metalhead is 
a lost culture/clan that is split up thru 
kings or natural catastrophe... we find 
each other thru the music... my earliest 
metal memories are listening to the 
radio in a chicago suburb and wanting 
the first ozzy solo record so bad | said 
out loud I'd sell my soul to the devil for 
it... | wound up with a copy the next 


week... kiss on TV, | can't recall exactly, 
but maybe when kiss appeared on 
mainstream, prime time tv, | think is 
was CBS who aired phantom of the 
park... buying a bootleg led zeppelin 
record from the classified ads in rolling 
Stone - these are some of my early 
metal memories. 


2. What were your favorite metal 
bands? What made you like these more 
than others? 


it's impossible for me to make a list of 
favorites as they will move and change, 
sometimes daily... here's a quick 
retrospective and some of those I've 
loved thru-out the years... 


-van halen 
- Ozzy ozbourne 


-deicide 

-obituary 

-Slayer 

-ac/dc 

-black sabbath 

- king diamond 

- destroyer 666 

- dark funeral 

-electric wizard 
-sepultura w/max only. 


that's a hard thing for me to put a 
reason on taste... I'd say the overall 
thing that sticks with me thru all art Is 
aggression and honesty... be it a 
painting or a song. there is of course my 
influences as a child, influence from 
peers. 


3. Shane, | remember that you were 
involved with the Milwaukee 
Metalfest. | don't think metal fans today 


remember how important that 

event was, but it was like the industry 
conference for metal fans (not 

the metal industry, which didn't exist). 
How did you get involved, and 

what did you take away from the 
experience? 


the metalfest was quite the gathering 
point, wasn't it. boy, those were the 
days... | got involved because | had a 
zine (Naked Aggression) and was trying 
to sell jack koshick (metal fest founder) 
some ads, | told him | could help with 
sales and wanted to sell vendors tables 
and publish a program book | could sell 
ads in... | felt they could profit off of the 
Show without all the ticket buys (pay to 
play) they made low end, un-signed 
bands take part in... | really hated the 
pay-to-play deal and wanted to help 
make the fest better... it was cool, | 
made enough money to live off of for 


Six months a year but the metal fest 
only crumbled due to too many pay-to- 
plays and the fest became less and less 
about the music and all about the 
money... funny thing is, | quit because 
SO many brothers in metal came up to 
me during my final metal fest, they 
would yell and scream about the shitty 
pay to play bands and the schedule, 
telling me they'd never play the show 
again, so | quit thinking I'd give up the 6 
months worth of payment working on 
the metal fest and I'd start a fest for all 
those bands that would never play the 
metal fest again... | was going to do it 
for the ‘scene’ !!! hehehe, yea, right... 
the scene!!! the second we put together 
the expo of the extreme, the scene 
turned it's back on our show and each 
and every band that said they'd NEVER 
play the metal fest, RAN to play the 
metal fest, and if you told the promoter 
of the metal fest that you were going to 
play my show it became the fastest way 


for a band to not only get booked, you'd 
also get paid and a decent stage time 
on the metal fest stage... so, the 
biggest take away was the ‘scene’ or 
‘art’ within the metal community had 
gone away - it became a business and 
was striving to be an above ground and 
exploitable job vs. a pure expression... | 
Should have just continued to play 
along, fighting against it all was 
personally satisfying, but it didn't help 
my bottom line and | lost a lot of friends 
over that war of principles. 


the black metal underground gave me 
hope for a bit, and on the net I've re- 
found the metal underground, so _ it 
didn't die, it just stays in the cave. 


4. For "The Suffering and Celebration of 


Life in America," which has 

one of the most metal titles of any book 
I've read recently, you 

interviewed a number of underground 
metal legends, including Jeff 

Becerra, Gene Hoglan and Averse 
Sefira. How did you manage to meet so 
many fascinating people? Why do you 
think they granted interviews to 

you as opposed to the rest of the metal 
press? 


we simply asked, trusted sources, 
friends of friends... a lot of luck went 
into whomever we eventually spoke 
to... traveling with no $$$ meant that 
we would find work, then a place to 
crash, then a gas station, then the 
highway. if we were lucky an interview 
we planned from the beginning of the 
trip might fit in... 


as far as the interviews with us VS the 
metal press??? | don't see us as metal 


press, just press. The metal press talks 
metal, so they are by their nature, 
predictable... and about the business of 
their industry... me, us, our trip was 
something different and exciting and | 
think top tiered metal heads are always 
looking for excitement vs. business. 


5. Amy, you started out as a teenage 
metalhead and still proudly wear 

the Possessed shirts of your youth. How 
did your friends and family 

react to you being a metalhead? Can 
people cope with it these days at 

all? 


6. You two launched yourself out on the 


road with what, an old 

Suburban and $200? Were you afraid? | 
think most of us are afraid to 

leave the morphine drip of our 
paychecks and grocery stores. What 
motivated you to do this? 


when | look back | can see a lot of 
feelings... but | cannot feel those 
feelings. I'm not above being afraid, just 
don't think of it that way... this was a 
reverberation, a creative reaction to an 
aggressive action against my family... 
SO our expression to that aggressive 
action was survival and revenge all 
rolled up into one. so, the motivation 
was to stay sponsored as | had been 
with my newspapers and creative 
enterprises, while at the same time 
finding creative ways to enact revenge 
on the town of ely, but responsible 
revenge... | wanted the world to know 
about ely... | wanted the world to think 
about ely. not the town, but the 


mindlessness of the collective mind. | 
also felt it was time our art became 
understood, the stuff amy & | had been 
doing was so-misunderstood it was easy 
for the other side to paint us into a 
corner... my friendship with Dr. LaVey, 
the obscene books | published, the 
angry, pro violent art... for me, the 
nucleus of what | did has always 
politics, | have always seen stuff like my 
association with the church of satan to 
be an artistic and political movement 
and NOT a belief or a religion, more of a 
political expression... everything | 
express is based in politics... so one of 
the major reasons | wanted to do the 
trip was to let our politics/art speak for 
themselves and, not in such an abstract 
way as art sometimes expresses itself, | 
wanted our misunderstood expression 
to be communicated thru visceral, real 
life, in the flesh action... so, it was time 
to hit the streets and meet the enemy. 


7. | understand that you were involved 
in a community, and were 

accepted and valued there, until people 
found out that you'd written 

-- not worshiped, written about -- the 
dark lord himself. They ran you 

out of town. Oprah wants to know "How 
do you feel about that?" but | 

want to know how you think this reflects 
on the nature of religion and 

dogma. Does it make us into monsters, 
or does it take one monster to 

turn a town against people? 


one of the main questions we asked of 
americans was "is there a difference 
between religion and spirituality?" 


| felt strongly that it was the religious, 
not the spiritual who were the flock of 


blind and ignorant followers who are 
ultimately soldiers for corporate 
buffoonery... maybe a simple question, 
big deal, the years leading up to our 
road trip and this question | assumed 
any and all religious/spiritual believers 
were harmful to the future of human 
evolution, but at that point in my life | 
had met a handful of decent christians 
and others who were spiritual and 
unshakable in their beliefs and it was 
always these kind of spiritual folks who 
would have no problem hanging out 
with amy & myself, but the religious... 
beyond fearful, so afraid, they didn't 
want to know. 


so, our trip and the "is there a 
difference between religion and 
Spirituality" question, along with all of 
the great answers confirmed my 
thoughts that religion is for weak 
minded scared little sheep, but, now | 
was able to add to my philosophy a 


compassionate thought about the 
Spiritual, those who find and define a 
personal spirituality are thoughtful, they 
think, they work at it, they listen to 
others, the exact opposite of the closed 
off religious. as far as the human animal 
being a monster, well, the human can 
be scary, and if enough of us humans 
get together with an idea to control and 
manipulate people we can certainly 
create a monster or two for use as a 
tool of fear, but you need blind followers 
to give a monster life, so I'd say it takes 
a manmade monster and a whole lot of 
ignorant followers to turn a_ town 
against people. 


8. That being said, why do you think it is 
that metal is fascinated 


with evil, Satan, murder, war, sodomy, 
disease, power, control and 

torture? It sounds like the musings of 
either an abused child ora 

child abuser. Is there any connection to 
how our society chooses to 

organize itself? 


our tribe/clan may have been broken up 
by war or natural catastrophe, maybe 
metal is a base and visceral sound for 
the underclass tribe/clan we all seem to 
belong. ... or maybe metal is the sound 
of war and those who are attracted to 
metal are either natural warriors or 
those individuals that have stepped into 
a mind for war based on circumstances 
beyond their control... I've always seen 
metal as a life force, a clannish beat 
that has once again brought us together 
by empowering the used and abused. 
SO maybe you have a point, I'm not 


Sure, for me, metal is in my earliest 
memories... it seemed natural to me 
and | was abused as a child and as | 
recall, the early metal shows did seem 
to be a place where all the abused and 
lost met up... either that or the punk 
rock shows, though, it's always seemed 
to me punks have very different politics 
vs. metalheads so, maybe it's not the 
abuse, or the warmth of a parent, or the 
lack of attention from a teacher that 
drove us to leather, spikes and denim, 
maybe it was our natural politics of 
might makes right/survival of the fittest 
that has brought us together. 


9. If you had any advice for teenage 
metalheads, based on your 

successes and failures (we've all had 
them), what would it be? 


dream, but do the work to manifest the 
dream. 


thru. out my time producing and 
publishing, a lot of folks will meet me 
and it seems they look me up and down 
and try to understand how |, a person 
they automatically discounted could, 
let's say, own his own soda company or, 
publish books, and the big difference 
between me and them, | work long 
hours at it, I'm totally dedicated, and 
when the project no longer becomes 
fun, | continue to struggle thru it and | 
work even harder. 


as far as my failures go, they all stem 
from childhood issues that took me far 
too long to figure out, so | would advise 
the metal youth to understand 
themselves and the reasons they are 
angry and then work on re-directing 


those energies into something creative 
or at the very least productive... 
depression is for the food of the world, 
don't be food. 


We appreciate any effort you can put 
into this, for the glorification 

of the Great Worm, Satan himse-- | 
mean, our bottom line. | really 
enjoyed reading "The Suffering and 
Celebration of Life in America" 
especially the metal parts. \m/ 


KKK 


